










when you re talking about the design’  
of a steam train, you use it .“ ”

when the steam train is still being 
built, you use it .“ ”

when the steam train is nearly done, 
or in for repair, you use it  or“ ”  
she .“ ”

when the steam train is on the rails, 
you only use she . “ ”

she breathes, she bellows, she inspires awe and whimsy and joy. she s ’
tall, majestic, and has been dyed several colours in her lifetime.

when she has trouble, everyone is very understanding. a team of people 
that know her well take her apart, clean her, rearrange her insides, and 
replace failing pieces.

how unfair that she has everything i ve ever wanted. going from an ’

inanimate object to a lady to a well-respected community figure. having 
an incredible support network and endless adoration.

despite it all, I can t help but love her. ’

she s 40 years older than me. she s ’ ’

doing better than she ever thought she 
would. she inspires me. I could never 
tell her that, though. closing that 
distance would break my illusion of her. 
the steam would leave her. sometimes 
that s all that is keeping me going.’

I will stand and watch and wave and silently cling with all my heart.

this isn t about steam trains.’






















